undergraduate and postgraduate teaching and through his own personal efforts won international recognition for the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital Anaesthetic Department. Undoubtedly, it was this global reputation that attracted outstanding men to come as Jobson Visiting Professors to the hospital where their contributions were considerable both to the Department and to the Anaesthetists of Sydney who were all generously invited to participate in their activities.
Technically, the book is beautifully produced. The general layout is attractive, the printing excellent and the photography superb. The editors must be greatly satisfied by the general impact of the book, particularly in the way that the photographs of the senior staff subtly interspersed as they are with historic and modern photographs of the hospital and the Department, have given a specially personal touch to what otherwise might have been simply a chronicle of events in the life of an institution.
Finally, one notes with interest and appreciation the considerable contributions of the members of the Department to professional organisations and teaching that have required a heavy commitment outside the hospital. The recent election of Professor J oseph as Dean of the Faculty of Anaesthetists of the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons highlights the significance of such a commitment.
As was said at the beginning -this is a book of rare achievement. The role of anaesthetic practice in obstetric and perinatal care during the past decade has been marked by several new text books as well as recent editions of established works. This new book, edited by Gertie Marx, concentrates uniquely on the first few days after delivery and embraces a selection of topics which cannot otherwise be found under one cover. Half of the 18 contributors come from fields other than anaesthesia and the flavour is strongly North American. But with one exception, the material is easily digested once one has swallowed such jargon as "the birthing process, the natal event, normalisation, individualisation on an emergent basis etc.".
The first three chapters discuss maternal morbidity. Management of post partum haemorrhage is well summarised although aortic compression as an emergency procedure is not mentioned. Naloxone is recommended in small doses intravenously for neonatal depression -despite the very large therapeutic ratio for this agent and its transient effect compared with the intramuscular route. The diagnosis and treatment of headache is well covered in a separate chapter although the frequent elicitation of meningism following dural puncture is ignored.
Readers seeking guidance on the normal parent-newborn relationship should be prepared for a period of indigestion and lasting confusion; some passages are incomprehensible to the ordinary anaesthetist.
The two following chapters complement each other superbly by examining the infant through the spectacles of different specialties -almost in the style of a debate. First an anaesthetist advocate (Selwyn Crawford) lucidly reaffirms the value of the Apgar score. A paediatrician (John Scanlon) for the opposition, points out the score's limitations -"it measures only depression of vital functions" and continues with an exposItIOn of neurobehavioural assessment. Undoubtedly neurological tests have made an important contribution to our evaluation of the newborn. Nevertheless, one may well ask does it matter if there is a diminished response to certain external stimuli in the first hours of life? This question remains unanswered. We are meanwhile gently admonished for "justifying Ubiquitous administration of drugs to all labouring women". Quite so. But isn't unrelieved suffering itself an adequate reason for providing pharmacological relief? After all pain itself can have undesirable effects on the foetusapart from causing distress to the mother.
AnaestheSia and Inlensh'e Care, Vol. VIII, No. 3, AugusI, 1980 It is important that a sense of perspective and balance should be maintained. A mother desiring pain relief should feel neither guilt nor anxiety that the proper application of analgesic drugs will unduly affect her baby.
There is some overlap in the following chapter which summarises well the effects of obstetric analgesia on neonatal neurobehaviour. The influence of inhalational methods is not discussed, nor are the effects of maternal analgesia on neonatal ventilation.
A large section of the book includes chapters on neonatal pulmonary function, meconium aspiration, metabolic acidosis and respiratory therapy in the newborn. These are all excellent, and provide clearly written concise summaries of topics relevant to the anaesthetist. Drug sensitivity in the newborn receives brief treatment, and it is a pity that neonatal pharmokinetics is not developed in this chapter.
The final chapter discusses maternal and perinatal mortality in New York during the last Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. VIII, No. 3, August, 1980 decade. It comes as no surprise that there too, anaesthesia has become a major cause of maternal death. Again, anaesthesia for caesarean section is most frequently implicated. Recommended standards for obstetric anaesthetic care are well summarisedalthough there is no mention of the need for a skilled anaesthetic assistant at induction or the use of prophylactic oral antacids. It is pertinent to ask how many obstetric units in Australia meet these basic recommended standards. If preventable why indeed not prevented?
The figures and tables in this book are clear and relevant to the text. References are recent, although there is a surfeit of "papers presented at meetings" in some chapters.
In summary, this book is recommended reading for the anaesthetist involved in obstetrics. Several chapters are models of clarity and deserve the examination candidate's attention.
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